
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



190 The Prirmpio Company. 



THE PEINCIPIO COMPANY. 

A Historical Sketch of the First Ikon-Works in Maryland. 

BY WILLIAM G. WHITELY, WILMINGTON, DEL. 

(Continued from page 68.) 

Ore for the furnace was at first obtained in the immediate 
neighborhood of the works, but ere long they were com- 
pelled to bring it from deposits more extensive. Though 
lying at a greater distance, chief of these were those banks 
of bole armoniack described by Captain Smith, on the banks 
of the Patapsco River, below the present city of Baltimore. 
The following is one of the original contracts : 

" Then Bargain'd and sould unto Edmund Perks of Cecill 
County all my right and title of & to any stone Corn- 
only called ironstone now lying and being at the poynt 
Called Gorsuch's Poynt 1 at the mouth of the North West 
Branch in Patapsco river Maryland, not no ways going 
above Highwater mark of the aforesaid poynt, for which I 
have rec'd in part in goods and money one pistole, and at 
the rec't of two pistoles more do oblige myself & my Heirs 
to make a good title according to law to Edmund Perks, his 
Heirs or assigns, givin under my hand and seal this fourth 
day of September, 1724. 

" (Signed) John Gorsuch." 

Assigned on the back by Perks to Mr. John England and 
Co. of the iron-works at Principio, Sept. 10, 1724, for the 
same sum of three pistoles. 

In 1727 they effected a lease of Whetstone Point, lying 
between the branches of the Patapsco River, and at whose 
extremity Fort McHenry now stands. One of the earlier 

1 Gorsuch's Point was below Canton, on the east side of the Patapsco 
River, about opposite Fort McHenry or Whetstone Point. 
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settlers, Charles Gorsuch, said to be a member of the Society 
of Friends, bad patented, in 1662, fifty acres of land, com- 
prising wbat was afterwards known as Whetstone Point. 
Gorsuch vacated a part of the land, and a patent was granted 
for it under the same name, in 1702, to Mr. James Carroll. 
Four years later it was made a town, but was never settled 
upon, and in 1725 Carroll sold it to John Giles for £5 ster- 
ling. In 1727, the Prineipio Company, through John Eng- 
land, purchased of Giles all the iron ore " opened and dis- 
covered or shut and not yet discovered" for the sum of £300 
sterling money of Great Britain and £20 current money of 
Maryland. It was for many years one of their principal 
sources of ore. 

During the Revolution, "Whetstone Point was fortified 
with eighteen guns. Tbe Maryland Gazette of September 
9, 1777, places great confidence in its fortifications as a pro- 
tection for Baltimore. Noting the appearance of a British 
fleet olf the Patapsco, and fearing an attempt might be 
meditated against the town, it says, " In that case it is with 
pleasure we can assure our readers we are well prepared to 
give them (the British) a warm reception. The fort, bat- 
teries and boom at Whetstone Point are in excellent order ; 
an air-furnace is erected on the point from which red thun- 
der-bolts of war will issue to meet our invading foes" ; but 
the fleet sailed quietly past and landed Lord Howe and his 
army on Elk River, whence they marched northward and 
encountered Washington at Brandywine. 

In a country which was still a forest charcoal cost very 
little. Wood-cutters were paid 2s. 9d. per cord for cutting, 
colliers received 6s. and 7s. per load for coaling, while the 
wood-leave, or value of the wood on the stump, was reck- 
oned at about a shilling a cord. Colliers were bound by 
written articles of agreement to deliver a certain number of 
loads of coal, " each load to measure eleven seams, each 
seam twelve bushels half heaped half struck, and to deliver 
nine loads of coal for every load of brays, the coals to be 
well dressed and good yield" (1730). 

We take the following from the Ledger of Prineipio fur- 
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nace for 1727, as it may be interesting to those familiar with 
the present cost of making pig-iron. 

Account of Piggs at Furnace Aug. 1727. 



Iron ore 90 tons @ 15s 


£67. 


10s. 


Od 


Charcoal 90 loads (say 11880 Bus) @ 18s. 


81. 


0. 


0. 


Oyster shells & limestone (quantity not given) 


5. 


0. 


0. 


Wages, Jno. Barker founder, 40 tons @ 2/6 


5. 


0. 


0. 


other labor 40 tons @ 5/6 . 


11. 


0. 


0. 




2. 









Total production, 40 tons pig iron . 
equivalent to £4. 5s. 9d. per ton. 



£171. 10s. Od. 



This pig sold at the furnace for £10 per ton. 

Blooms were valued at £25 and bar-iron at an average 
price of £35 per ton, but the books fail to show an accurate 
statement of actual cost of either. Eorgemen received £1 
per ton for making blooms, or knobbling. Slave labor was 
sometimes applied to this branch of the work, but whereas 
a white foreman received 20s. per ton, the poor slave was 
paid a single shilling for the same work as a bonus. 

In 1754, twenty-seven years later, prices had fallen con- 
siderably. Bar-iron then cost £21 10s., and was worth from 
£28 to £30 ; blooms were £18 and pig-iron £8 per ton. The 
following statement is made up from the Ledger of North 
East Forge for 1754 : 

Cost of 2240 lbs. of Bar Iron. 

£ ». d. 

Pig iron 3200fts. @ £8 11. 8. 7. 

Charcoal 480 bus @ 9s. per load of 144 Bus. . 1. 10. 0. 

Forgeman's wages ^ a ^f ls Sl 1 average . . 8. 8. 

Hammerman's wages 1. 0. 0. 

Provision acc't (for slaves) 2. 17. 0. 

General Charges, (manager & clerk freight on Pig, 

traveling expenses, clothing etc etc. . . 4. 5. 9. 

Total Cost 21. 10. 0. 

Principio and North East Works continued in full blast 
up to the Revolution, and here, for the present, we shall 
leave them to note the operations of the Company in other 
places. 

They were early in treaty with Captain Augustine Wash- 
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ington for land in Virginia whereon to erect a furnace ; but, 
owing to a difficulty in getting the necessary papers signed 
by the properly authorized persons, no formal agreement 
seems to have been made until after the furnace had been 
built and had shown its capabilities for successful work. In 
October, 1727, Mr. Charles Brockden was paid £4 for draw- 
ing the lease, and John Copson claimed £1 10s. " for obtain- 
ing Peter Grub's affirmation as witness to Captain "Wash- 
ington's Case to the Company." As early as February, 
1725, however, the furnace was ready for work, and John 
Barker, founder at Prineipio, was sent there to start it. 
The new works were named Aceokeek, and were located, 
according to Colonel Byrd, in King George County, four- 
teen miles from Fredericksburg, probably near the present 
village of Aceokeek, though this we have not been able to 
verify. 

G. W. P. Custis, in his "Recollections," relates that 
Augustine Washington, " becoming engaged in the agency 
of the Prineipio iron-works, and after the Conflagration of 
his seat in Westmoreland, removed with his family to a sit- 
uation near Fredericksburg, on the Eappahannock river." 
His agency was more like a contract, and consisted in 
raising the ore and carting it two miles from the mines to 
the furnace for 20s. per ton of pig-iron. The furnace was 
built on a run which discharged its waters into the Potomac, 
and the iron, after being cast, had to be carted six miles to a 
landing on the river, three hundred weight being a load for 
a cart drawn by eight oxen. 

The following extract from a letter of John England, at 
Prineipio, dated 5 January, 1725, to the Company in Eng- 
land, may be interesting in connection with the early his- 
tory of Aceokeek : 

..." As to ye deviding ye shares of ye new founded 
works in Virginia, have advised with a Counselor about it 
. . . who tells me yt except some persons here is appointed 
yr lawfull aturney, by a power of atturney from you to signe 
for you here, yt if your deed or deeds come over for you to 
signe in England and either of you should dy before, or alter 
Vol. xi.— 13 
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your minds yt you dont sign, than it setts Washington at lib- 
erty and all ye work, is at an end. . . . But think a twelfth 
too small for myselfe in this concerne, which is likely to 
answer so well, as I doubt not but it will if rightly managed, 

so expect Joshua Gee and Russell will make me a little 

nearer equall to them. I think it two hard upon myselfe for 
I will assure you that was it not for something further than 
my salerey (was I to do nothing) I would not stay in ye 
country for it, but shall have very great feteague by ye 
works lying so far remote from each other. If you see fitt 
to make Capt "Washington a small present of wine (along 
ye Virginia Cargo) and to signifie to him yt what I have 
done with him on yr behalfe you like and approve on, or to 
that effect, yt I leave to your Consideration either to do it 
or not." 



"We do not know whether the wine was ever forwarded ; 
but England's action was undoubtedly approved, and Acco- 
keek became, as he predicted, a valuable property. In 1750 
it sent to the Company in England four hundred and ten 
tons of pig-iron, — about one-fifth the entire quantity ex- 
ported from Maryland and Virginia for the year. 

Augustine "Washington, at his death, in 1743, left the 
estate afterwards known as Mount Vernon, and his share 
(one-twelfth) in the Principio Company, to his son Law- 
rence, and elder half-brother of George Washington. Be- 
tween the two brothers existed the tenderest affection ; but 
Lawrence was consumptive, and, after a voyage to the Ber- 
mudas, in 1751, in the vain pursuit of health (on which 
journey he was accompanied by George), he died the follow- 
ing year, leaving his estate first to his daughter, who did not 
long survive him, and after her death to his favorite younger 
brother George, with a life-estate in it to his widow. In the 
Journal of Accokeek Works, under date of June 14, 1755, 
Colonel Augustine Washington is charged " to acc't of in- 
solvents for his part of old debts lost, £34 10s." Further- 
more, at a Council of Virginia, held November 5, 1757, " On 
the application of Augustine Washington, gent, in behalf of 
himself and other adventurers in iron works, praying leave to 
import from Maryland bar and pig iron of that province 
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without being obliged to pay tbe Port duties and otber fees 
chargeable on vessels importing goods and merchandise," 
the said fees were remitted. It is plain, therefore, that 
Augustine "Washington was a stockholder, whether his share 
was derived from his brother George or not. He retained 
it until the Revolution, and we surmise that on the dissolu- 
tion of the Company he received the Accokeek lands as his 
portion in the distribution of the property. 

About the time of Lawrence Washington's ill-health and 
subsequent death the supply of ore at Accokeek failed, and 
the furnace was necessarily abandoned. In 1753 the mova- 
ble effects were distributed among the other works, slaves 
and store-goods, horses, cattle, and wagons were sold, and 
the business in Virginia, as far as related to iron-making, 
was gradually closed up, some of the real estate being sold 
in 1767. 

Kingsbury furnace was the Company's next venture. 
Major Thomas Sheridine had taken up land in Baltimore 
County as early as 1721, and from him, in 1734, they pur- 
chased nearly fourteen hundred acres of what were after- 
wards known as the Kingsbury lands, as well as all the ore 
and ironstone to be found on the remaining property of 
Sheridine, for which they paid him £800. The usual writ 
of ad quod damnum was not issued till 1746, nor was the 
patent granted until 1750, but the furnace was built in 1744, 
and went into blast in April, 1745, producing at the first 
blast, which lasted until December of the same year, four hun- 
dred and eighty tons of pig-iron. The patent for the land 
was issued to Sir Nicholas Carew, Bart., Osgood Gee, and 
others for one hundred acres of land at the head of Back 
River and on Herring Run, in Baltimore County. On this 
site, after the furnace had been abandoned, General Smith, 
a celebrated Revolutionary commander of the old Maryland 
line, built a mill. Whatever may have been the induce- 
ments which led the Company to locate a furnace upon this 
spot, — one of which, perhaps, was the closer proximity to the 
ore-beds of Whetstone Point, — it seems to have met their 
expectations. We give below the yield of the first four blasts. 



Blown out. 


Duration. 


Product. 


Dec. 18, 1745 


9 months 


480 tons 


Dec. 8, 1747 


16 " 


1108 " 


Oct. 6, 1749 


13 " 


1053 " 


Dec. 26, 1751 


14 " 


1212 " 
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Begun. 

First blast . . April 1, 1745 

Second " . . Aug. 16, 1746 

Third " . . Sept. 8, 1748 

Fourth " . . Oct. 5, 1750 

52 " 3853 " 

An average of seventy-five tons per month. More than 
three thousand three hundred tons of the ahove were 
shipped to the Company in England. 

The Principio Company (owing to England passing a law 
permitting pig-iron to be exported from the colonies to 
London free of duty) added to its possessions the Lan- 
cashire furnace by purchase from Dr. Charles Carroll, of 
Annapolis. It was located near Kingsbury, and probably 
on the Patapsco River, though the precise spot has not yet 
been discovered. Dr. Carroll took out his writ of condem- 
nation in 1744, and sold out to the Company September 4, 
1751, the deed embracing eight thousand two hundred acres 
of land (by estimation) lying on the drafts of Back and 
Middle rivers and "White Marsh Run, in Baltimore County, 
together with all the messuages, furnaces, forges, barns, etc., 
for the consideration of £2675, and was signed on behalf of 
the company by Lawrence "Washington. 

The records of Lancashire which have come down to us 
are more meagre than those of other furnaces, but we know 
that it was worked with varying success from the time of 
its purchase until the Revolution. To recapitulate : We have 
shown how this Company, from its first venture in iron- 
making at Principio, had boldly extended its operations in 
other quarters and as steadily prospered, until now (1751) it 
outranked all competitors and was sole proprietor of four 
furnaces and two forges : Principio Furnace and Forge, Cecil 
County, Md., built prior to 1720; North East Forge, Cecil 
County, Md., built about 1720 ; Accokeek Furnace, Virginia, 
built about 1725; Kingsbury Furnace, Baltimore County, 
Md., built about 1744; Lancashire Furnace, Baltimore 
County, Md., purchased 1751. 

They owned slaves and live-stock in abundance, their 
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tracts of land — chiefly woodland, for coaling — were of vast 
extent, amounting in the aggregate to nearly thirty thou- 
sand acres in Maryland alone, exclusive of the Accokeek 
lands in Virginia, and one-half of the pig-iron exported to 
Great Britain from this country came from their works. 

Thomas Russell, the elder, has been previously mentioned 
as a co-worker with Onion in establishing Principio and 
North East Works. Returning to England in 1724, at his 
death he bequeathed his interests in the iron-works to his 
sons "William and Thomas Russell. The latter was destined 
to figure conspicuously in the affairs of the Company in 
America. Born in Birmingham in 1741, he received a 
thorough commercial education in the office of a Mr. 
Barker, at Congreve, to whom he had been articled at the 
age of twenty-three. He was selected by his partners as a 
fit person to send to America as a managing director, and 
was to receive as compensation for his services £100 per 
annum, with the understanding that he was to remain not 
less than two years. Having accepted the position, he sailed 
for Maryland in the spring of 1764. The chief reason his 
partners had for desiring him to come to this country was 
the necessity which had arisen during the twelve years in- 
tervening since 1751 for some one person to take absolute 
control of their affairs, who could exercise a general over- 
sight, and, having interests identical with their own, could 
be trusted with full authority on their behalf to inquire into, 
and, if necessary, correct, existing abuses. The distance of 
the works from each other had necessitated a separate and 
distinct management for each, and there were occasional 
clashings of authority. The irregularity and uncertainty of 
communication between the works and the main office in 
London helped to place great power in the hands of these 
managers, while no adequate check upon their transactions 
could be devised. Their judgment decided the beginning 
and duration of blasts. Supplies of ore, coal, and lime de- 
pended upon their energy ; sales were effected, purchases 
made, and bills of exchange drawn by them at will, and 
numerous opportunities for fraud were presented which, we 
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fear, were sometimes embraced. "William Baxter, manager 
at North East, had especially incurred the resentment of the 
Company, and their dissatisfaction had been brought by his 
misdeeds to a height which culminated in the resolve to 
make a clean sweep of all their former representatives and 
send over Thomas Russell, with full power to reorganize the 
business. 

(To be continued.) 



